
TM



Location
Container 
Weighing 
Solution

Pros Cons

Container 
Pack Point

Weighbridge • 2 minutes to weigh container
• High weighing accuracy
• Can be certified legal-for-trade
• Weighing can be in-line with haulage 

operation

• Expensive to install
• Occupies large area
• Difficult to relocate
• Does not confirm container load distribution
• Needs truck & trailer combination to weigh
• Separates weighing from packing operation
• Cannot weigh 2 x 20’ containers on trailer
• Same vehicle must weigh in / out for high accuracy

Axle Weigh 
Pads

• Economic
• Portable
• 2 minutes to weigh container (if WIM 

system)

• Needs large flat surface
• 15 minutes to weigh container (for static weighing)
• Does not confirm container load distribution
• Cannot weigh 2 x 20’ containers
• Pads must be recessed for high accuracy
• Same vehicle must weigh in / out for high accuracy
• Many systems not certifiable as legal-for-trade

Scales on 
Container
Handling 

Equipment

• Economic (if container handler available)
• 1 minute to weigh container
• High weighing accuracy possible
• Some systems can be certified legal-for-

trade
• Weighs in-line with container handling 

operations
• Enables weighing in any location on a 

single site

• Requires expensive container handler on site
• Diverts container handler from other operations
• Weighing restricted to one site
• Container handling can impact scale calibration

Portable 
Container 

Scales

• Economic
• Can weigh in any location and on multiple 

sites
• Enables load optimization during packing
• Confirms container load distribution
• High weighing accuracy
• Can be certified legal-for-trade
• Weigh all container sizes
• No container handling or haulage 

equipment required
• Weighs container on ground or trailer

• 5 minutes to weigh grounded container 
• 10 minutes to weigh container on trailer 
• Manual operation

Fixed 
Container 

Scales

• High weighing accuracy
• Can be certified legal-for-trade
• Can confirm container load distribution

• Expensive to install 
• Occupies fixed space on site
• Usually limited to 20’ containers
• Requires expensive container handler on site
• Weighing restricted to one site
• Shock loading can affect calibration
• 5 minutes to weigh container

On-Demand 
Weighing 
Services

• No need to buy or maintain scales
• Economic for operators handling low 

container volumes
• Flexibility as to weighing location
• Outsources weighing task to third party

• Not available in all locations
• Must wait for service provider to visit site
• High cost per weigh 
• Typically only weigh grounded containers

En-route 
to Port

Weighbridge • Low-to-medium cost per weigh
• Outsources weighing task to third parties

• Not compliant with CTU Code (i.e. transporting 
container without a verified weight)

• Doesn’t allow for load optimization during packing
• Does not confirm container load distribution
• Cannot weigh 2 x 20’ containers
• Diversion and queues can delay delivery to port
• May incur extra charges from transporter and 

forwarder
• Truck tare weight must be obtained for high 

accuracy

Terminal Refer to PEMA Information Paper, Weighing Containers in Ports and Terminals, 2013.
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